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Abstract

The article shows the gap between the economic success of post-war Japan, associated with the organic
combination of traditional elements of management and Western innovations, on the one hand, and its
"secondary" role in world politics, due to its dependence on the United States, on the other. Special attention is
paid to Japan's foreign policy, in particular, the steps towards changing the Constitution, the desire for
membership in the UN Security Council, all these facts indicate Japan's desire to change its political image, to
abandon unilateral Americanization, which has gone too far. However, a new acquisition of geopolitical
independence of this country in the current global balance of power seems unlikely.
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I. INTRODUCTION

Japan's claims to sole leadership in East Asia (or, more correctly, to a partnership with a decisive voice),
as Russian scholars of Japanese studies note, are already irreversibly untenable, although Japan retains
overwhelming economic power compared to other countries in the region. The previously established Japanese-
centric model of economic interdependence in East Asia will continue to erode, so Japan will be forced to share
the burden of leadership with China in a general atmosphere of "partnership and competition." Moreover, in the
future, the energy of regional integration will increasingly concentrate around China, which will be able to
gradually regain its position from Japan and become a hegemon in East Asia.

The above circumstances cannot but affect the perception of Japan by many Asian states, which view it
as overly imitating the West and unwilling to join them in challenging Western policies, especially in the field of
human rights. It can be said that, in general, Japan is perceived by many countries in the region not as a truly
Asian country, but as a representative of the West in the East.

At the same time, Japan may try to acquire the status of one of the global leaders through active
participation in peacekeeping operations based on the advantages of the US-Japanese military alliance and
successful economic development.
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In the regional dimension, more multilateral Asia-Pacific cooperation is in Japan's interests. Such
cooperation could, over time, have a positive impact on China in containing it.

. METHODOLOGY

The methodology of the article is based on the results, which include a systematic approach, a historical
and interdisciplinary analysis of the problems of Japan's foreign policy potential.

The content of the article covers the current stage of Japan's development (late 20th - early 21st
centuries), when the level of globalization processes dictates Japan's new approaches to finding ways to
enhance its geo-economic and geopolitical role in the Asia-Pacific region and in the world community as a
whole.

lll. RESULTS

At present, in the conditions of a bipolar structure of international relations, Japan adheres to a model of
behavior based on the nuclear power of the United States. According to the leaders of Japan, this model is an
important means of ensuring security and, in essence, boils down to a series of simple, most often routine,
decisions, which are based on the desire for maximum gain with minimum risk and costs, both financial and
moral. Japan paid for comfortable conditions for economic development and freedom of maneuver in this area
by de facto renouncing independence in the field of foreign policy and security. The end of the "cold war" made
significant adjustments to the country's foreign policy behavior. Today, in the sphere of Japanese foreign policy,
the action of several forces is felt, the vectors of which do not coincide. As a result, it is very difficult to foresee
the future moves of this state both in the global and in the regional strategic game in the international arena. The
Japanese political class no longer shies away from discussing the country's global political role and issues
related to its security. At the same time, he is in a state of deep division over issues related to Japan's role in
ensuring international security and, especially, the sending of the Self-Defense Forces abroad, even within the
framework of collective security agreements. The split is reflected in the positions of the leading political parties,
both in power and in opposition. Reaching a consensus on these issues will likely take a very long time. At the
same time, despite the noted split, the political class and public opinion in Japan insist on increasing the
country's role both in the global and regional dimensions. However, the achievement of this goal is faced with
the capabilities of Japanese diplomacy and conflicting views of various political parties, parliament and the
media about specific ways of its practical implementation. Moreover, since Japan is the only member of the G-8
located in Asia and at the same time, as it were related to the West, its foreign policy service will be constantly
monitored by parliament and the media with the aim of figuring out which course it intends to take. It is very clear
to the country's foreign policy and administration officials that Japan shares and believes in Western values. This
conclusion follows from the entire post-war history of the country - it was on the basis of Western values that its
economic growth and peaceful development were ensured. At the same time, the formation of Japan's state
interest is influenced by the duality of its position in the world arena: on the one hand, having the weight of an
"economic giant", it has an impact on global and regional economic processes, and on the other hand, being a
"political dwarf" in its entirety is in the orbit of US interests. Awareness of the infringement of the country's
position in the international arena leads the Japanese to the idea of the need for "legal" possession of their own
armed forces and the right to freely dispose of them. Related to this is the idea of revising the Constitution -
bringing into line its provision on renouncing war "for ever" with the need to participate in foreign policy actions,
including those related to the settlement of conflicts, around the world.

The Japanese Constitution is based on several principles - the sovereignty of the people, respect for
fundamental human rights and the renunciation of war. The state's right to wage war is not recognized. This
principle not only restricts Japan's sovereignty, but also came into conflict with the actual state of the country,
preventing its  participation in international peacekeeping efforts.
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Participation in peacekeeping operations under the auspices of the UN opens the way for Japan, which for
many years adhered to strict principles of limiting military activities, a way to use its military capabilities in
international cooperation. All this exacerbates discussions on this issue in public opinion and the political class of
the country. Revision of the tried and tested political and economic attitudes, and even more so the rejection of
the constitutional obligations that have defined Japanese pacifism for more than half a century is not an easy
task.
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The realization that it was precisely the policy of non-participation in military conflicts that was one of the
components of Japanese economic success seriously limits the scale of Japanese participation in military
actions carried out even under the auspices of the UN. Japan supports and promotes in every possible way the
development of regional cooperation with the countries of Asia and the Pacific, based on the concept of open
regional cooperation.

However, there is also no unanimity in the approach to integration processes in the political class of the
country. Even among the most convinced adherents of regionalism, an opinion is expressed about the
advantages of abandoning the new zone policy in favor of an integrative future for East Asia, although this future
looks rather amorphous. Others believe that the Japanese state should advocate regional cooperation, but not
regional integration, which will inevitably limit its freedom of action.

There is also a third point of view, according to which the two Asia ("Maritime Asia", where order reigns
under the auspices of the United States and Japan, and "Continental Asia", where the role of China is rapidly
increasing, which must be limited) does not have an objective basis for voluntary integration into a single whole:
their interaction can be carried out only on the basis of the policy of subordination of one Asia to another. Japan
is also ready to intensify global cooperation, using the G8 and UN forums in this interest. In this regard,
intellectual exchange is also important, since the Asia-Pacific region, reaching a new level of development,
immediately faces all the problems accompanying such a transition to a new state. As a country belonging to
both the Western and the Asian world, with an impressive intellectual potential, Japan could make a significant
contribution to solving these problems.

More generally speaking, Japan's real foreign policy strategies are aimed at developing international
cooperation in the interests of strengthening Japan itself and the security of the region; accelerate disarmament
and prevent the proliferation of nuclear weapons; participate in peacekeeping operations. These strategies
maintain the priorities in Japanese-American relations as the cornerstone of Japanese foreign policy. Since the
end of the Cold War, Japan-US security agreements have served as a source of stability throughout the Asia-
Pacific region.

At the same time, expanding the scale of cooperation with neighboring countries such as China and Korea
is an extremely important task of Japan's foreign policy.
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V. CONCLUSION

The realities of the foreign policy strategy of the "Land of the Rising Sun" considered in the article have led
to a contradictory state of the foreign policy consciousness of Japanese society, in which today two opposing
phenomena coexist. One of them is that the Japanese increasingly feel themselves not only citizens of their
country, but also citizens of Asia and the whole world. Another is characterized by a tendency towards self-
isolation, the desire to equip their "small" and "cozy" Japan and not to chase after the "great-power phantom." In
our opinion, despite the extensive discussion of this issue, Japan is now making no special efforts to play the
role of a global power. At the same time, its ambitious rise is not ruled out in the wake of a new economic
upsurge, which is possible in the coming years. In any case, Japan will strive for such a foreign policy that will
intensify its role in the affairs of the Asia-Pacific region, increase its political weight in the world by strengthening
its positions in cooperation with the strategic countries of the region, the main of which are Russia and China.
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AHHOTaUuA

B cTtatbe nokasaH paspbiB MeXOy 3KOHOMWYECKMMMW YyCrexamu MOCNEeBOEHHOW ANOHUWM, CBA3AHHBbIMU C
OpraHM4yHbIM coveTaHWEM TPaAMLMOHHBIX 3NIEMEHTOB YNpaBreHusi U 3anagHbiX MHHOBaLWIA, C OOQHOW CTOPOHbI, U
ee "BTOpPOCTEMNEHHON" ponbio B MUPOBOWM MonuTuke, obycrnoBneHHon ee 3aBucumocTtbio oT CLUA, ¢ apyromn.
Ocoboe BHMUMaHWe yaensieTcs BHELUHEN NONUTUKe ANOHWM, B YaCTHOCTU, LIaram no uameHeHuto KoHcTuTyuum,
ctpemnexuto k uneHctey B Cosete besonacHoctn OOH, Bce aTu hakTbl CBMAETENBLCTBYIOT O CTPEMIIEHUM
ANOHMN M3MEHUTBL CBOW MOMIUTUYECKMN UMUK, OTKa3aTbCA OT OAHOCTOPOHHEN amMepuKkaHu3auuw, 3alleflien
cnvwkom ganeko. OgHako HOBOe OBpeTeHne reononMTUYECKON HE3aBUCMMOCTM 3TON CTPaHOW NPW HbIHELUHEM
rnobanbHOM packnage cvn NpeacTaBnAeTcs ManoBePOSTHBIM.
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CMNMUNCOK JINTEPATYPbI

Bazin O. A. (2014) The position of Japan on participation in the First World War. Bulletin of the Vyatka
State University. Ne. 8. Pp. 59-62. (in Russ).

Bunin V. N. (2000) Japanese-American security Union. M. 186 p. (in Russ).

Ershov B. A., Semenkova E. V. (2016) The consequences of the collapse of the Soviet Union.
International Journal of Humanities and Natural Sciences. Ne 3. Pp. 20-22. (in Russ).

Ershov B.A. (2010) The Russian Orthodox Church and secular power in the Voronezh province in the XIX
- early XX centuries. GOU VPO "Voronezh State Technical University". Voronezh. 167 p.

Ershov B.A. (2010) The system of spiritual education in Voronezh province in the 19th century. Education
and Society. Ne. 5 (64). Pp. 105-108.

Ershov B.A., Fursov V.N. (2018) The Russian Church in the State Mechanism of Russia. Bulletin Social-
Economic and Humanitarian Research. Ne 1. Pp. 32-37.

Ershov B.A., Perevozchikova L.S., Romanova E.V. (2019) Globalization and Intensification of Spiritual
Values in Russia in the Philosophical Aspect. 6th International Conference on Education and Social Sciences
Abstracts & Proceedings. Pp. 208-212.

Ershov B.A., Volkova E.A., Frolova E.V., Volkov N.M., Pletnev V.l. (2019) The Revolution of 1905-1907. in
Russia: results and consequences. 6th International Conference on Education and Social Sciences. Abstracts &
Proceedings. Pp. 213-220. (in Engl).

101

@0
Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License


https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://elibrary.ru/item.asp?id=35669869
https://elibrary.ru/contents.asp?id=35669864
https://elibrary.ru/contents.asp?id=35669864
https://elibrary.ru/contents.asp?id=35669864&selid=35669869
https://elibrary.ru/item.asp?id=37175196
https://elibrary.ru/item.asp?id=37175196
https://elibrary.ru/item.asp?id=37077443

i
Humanities & Social

Scighces © Journal «Bulletin Social-Economic and Humanitarian Research», Ne 10 (12), 2021, e-ISSN 2658-5561

Esaulova D. E. (2013) Expansionist doctrines of Japan and the place of Korea in them. Actual issues of
social sciences: sociology, political science, philosophy, history. Novosibirsk: SibAK. Pp. 5-7. (in Russ).

Fazylova A. F. (2016) Reformation of the Japanese economy at the end of the XX-beginning of the XXI
century. lzvestiya Kabardino-Balkar Scientific Center of the Russian Academy of Sciences. Ne. 4. Pp. 118-122.
(in Russ).

Fazylova A. F., Lukmanov D. D., Akchulpanov Y. K. (2016) Features of the formation of Japan's economic
policy at the Turn of the Century. Management of economic systems: an electronic scientific journal. Ne 8. (90).
Pp. 1-16. (in Russ).

Komarov A.V., Gvozdikova D. V. (2018) Japanese financial bubble: factors of occurrence, consequences,
financial and macroeconomic stability. Economy. Business. Cans. Ne. 3. Pp. 68-80. (in Russ).

Komarov A.V., Ustinova E. V. (2018) Lessons of the First World War: a look through the century. -
Humanities. Bulletin of the Financial University. Ne. 2. Pp. 106-109. (in Russ).

Kuzminkov V. V. Russian-Japanese War of 1904-1905 in Japanese Historiography. Problems of the Far
East. Ne. 2. Pp. 126-135. (in Russ).

Popov G. G. (2017) Japan on the way to participation in the Second World War: the first steps of
economic mobilization and the Chinese question. Historical and economic research. Ne. 1. Pp. 103-124. (in
Russ).

Romanov V. S. (2016) The Empire of the Rising Sun: Power, Ideology, and Expansionism in Japan in
1868-1947. Power in Political, Legal, and Philosophical Discourse. lvanovo. Pp. 93-103. (in Russ).

Sagoyan K. P. (2006) Foreign policy of Japan of the late XIX-early XX century (global and regional
aspects): dis. cand. polit. M. 159 p. (in Russ).

Saratovkina I. A. (2014) The role of zaibatsu in the economic and political life of Japan at the end of the
XIX - beginning of the XX century. Days of Science of NSTU-2014. Novosibirsk. 114 p. (in Russ).

Timonina I. L. (2011) Long-term economic strategy of Japan and integration processes in East Asia.
Russian Journal of Japanese Studies. Ne. 2. Pp. 38-50. (in Russ).

Zhabitsky A. K. (2010) On the issue of the aggravation of international relations in the Far East at the turn
of the XIX-XX centuries. Kuban Historical Readings. Krasnodar. Pp. 49-52. (in Russ).

102

@0
Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License


https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

